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given to the soldiers by one of the colonels called Suleiman
Daoud Samy to fan the fire started by the bombardment, and
start conflagrations all over the place, especially in the
European quarter. On the isth the town was ablaze. Shops
and houses were pillaged and a living stream of men, women
and children were fleeing with their belongings and animals
along the road to Cairo and the Delta. It was a most pitiful
sight to see the unfortunate populace wandering in the dark
with no destination in view. Some readied Tanta, others
reached Cairo destitute of everything, and had to be sheltered
in mosques and schools. Riots would also have started in Cairo
had it not been for the vigilant care and precautions taken by
its governor, Ibrahim Fawzy, who deserved well of the nation.

The news of the bombardment, though expected, stunned
the Powers. Even the English Government was for a time
stupefied. How could she maintain the idea that the forts were
menacing the fleet when they had crumbled after a few hours'
firing? What would the Liberals who were in office say in
defence of such.a flagrant breach of Liberal principles? No
wonder therefore that the bombardment cost Gladstone one of
his closest colleagues, Mr. John Bright, who in protest
resigned his post as Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster. In
vain did Gladstone try to dissuade-his friend from leaving the
Cabinet. " The act of Tuesday," said Gladstone in his letter,
*rwas a solemn and painful one for which I feel myself to be
highly responsible, and it is my earnest desire that we should
all view it now, as we shall wish at the last that we had viewed
it.... I address you as one whom I suppose not to believe all
use whatever of military force to be unlawful; as one who
detests war in general and believes most wars to have been sad
errors (in which I greatly agree with you), but who in regard
to any particular use of force would look upon It for a justify-
ing cause, and after it would endeavour to appreciate its actual
effect/'1

Well might Gladstone speak of the actual effects of the bom-
bardment. For indeed they by far surpassed even ite effects
of the French expedition in 1798.

Henceforth England would have to give up her insular
impregnability and take her place ia the whirlpool of Gontin-
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